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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER

AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 850

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed as a sponsor of the bill, H.R.
850.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1621

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to remove my name as
cosponsor of the bill, H.R. 1621.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.
f

PERMISSION TO DELETE RE-
MARKS FROM CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that I may be per-
mitted to delete from the RECORD my
remarks in debate on the conference
report to accompany H.R. 2488 earlier
today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
f

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

The Speaker pro tempore laid before
the House the following resignation as
a member of the Committee on Appro-
priations:

JAMES E. CLYBURN,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, August 5, 1999.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER:
Please accept this correspondence as my

resignation from the House Committee on
Appropriations for the 106th Congress, effec-
tive this date.

With kindest regards, I am
Sincerely,

JAMES E. CLYBURN,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.
f

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND
FINANCIAL SERVICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Banking and Financial Services:

GARY L. ACKERMAN,
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
5th District, New York, August 5, 1999.

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This letter is to inform
you of that I do hereby resign from the Com-

mittee on Banking and Financial Services,
effective immediately.

Sincerely,
GARY L. ACKERMAN,

Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

f

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COM-
MITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
AND COMMITTEE ON BANKING
AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Democratic Caucus, I offer
a privileged resolution (H. Res. 277) and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

HOUSE RESOLUTION 277

Resolved, that the following named Member
be, and is hereby, elected to the following
standing committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

Committee on Appropriations: Mr. Forbes
of New York, to rank immediately after Mr.
Price of North Carolina; and

Committee on Banking and Financial
Services: Mr. Forbes of New York.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. 507,
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOP-
MENT ACT OF 1999

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I call up
the conference report on the Senate
bill (S. 507) to provide for the conserva-
tion and development of water and re-
lated resources, to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Army to construct var-
ious projects for improvements to riv-
ers and harbors of the United States,
and for other purposes and ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration and that the conference report
be considered as read and adopted.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

Mr. OBERSTAR. Reserving the right
to object, Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased that we are bringing to the
House a conference report on the Water
Resources Development Act of 1999, a
culmination of 3 years work of the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) for
any comment that he may make.

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
port this wonderful product.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of the
conference report accompanying S. 507, the
Water Resources Development Act of 1999.

This bill is a comprehensive authorization of
the Water Resources Programs of the Army
Corps of Engineers. It represents two and a
half years of bi-partisan effort to preserve and

develop the water infrastructure that is vital to
the nation’s safety and economic well-being.

First, let me congratulate my colleagues on
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure for their vision and tireless efforts in
helping move this legislation. I want to give
special thanks to committee ranking member
JIM OBERSTAR, subcommittee chairman SHER-
RY BOEHLERT, and subcommittee ranking
member BOB BORSKI. Their leadership and
contributions have been outstanding.

These members and the other House con-
ferees from the committee provided invaluable
assistance.

Mr. Speaker, in the 105th Congress, the
House and Senate worked tirelessly to enact
a Water Resources Development Act of 1998.
Unfortunately, that bill did not become law, es-
sentially because of the lingering controversies
surrounding the American River in California.

This year we committed ourselves to mov-
ing a WRDA ’99, resolving any remaining
issues, and charting a course for a WRDA
2000, as well.

I am proud to say we have delivered: first
by passing a bill in April by a vote of 418 to
5 and second, by bringing this conference re-
port to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, S. 507 accomplishes three im-
portant objectives:

First, it reflects the committee’s continued
commitment to improving the Nation’s water
infrastructure.

Second, it responds to policy initiatives to
modernize Corps of Engineers activities and to
achieve programmatic reforms.

Third, and this is very important, it takes ad-
vantage of the Corps capabilities and recog-
nizes evolving national priorities by expanding
and creating new authorities for protecting and
enhancing the environment.

S. 507 is a strong bipartisan bill. It reflects
a balanced, responsible approach to devel-
oping water infrastructure, preserving and en-
hancing the environment and strengthening
federal-state-and-local partnerships.

Several provisions merit particular attention
and, in some cases, clarification:

We are modifying current cost-sharing re-
quirements on shore protection and, as a re-
sult, expect the administration to budget ac-
cordingly for shore protection projects.

We are making several important changes
to the Environmental Dredging Program au-
thorized in section 312 of WRDA 1992. Sec-
tion 312, as amended by section 205 of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1996,
created a partnership with the expectation that
the Corps’ authority would supplement EPA
CERCLA actions. We believe the Corps policy
guidance letter no. 49 inappropriately attempts
to limit opportunities for Corps participation at
sites that could benefit from the section 312
program.

We are authorizing a new program for flood
mitigation and riverine restoration, with 23
sites listed for priority consideration. One of
those sites, Coachella Valley, Riverside Cali-
fornia, includes a project for flood protection
and environmental restoration at the delta
area of the Whitewater River as it flows into
the Salton sea. The $8.5 million project in-
cludes restoration of Salton Sea Wetlands. I
thank Rep. MARY BONO for her efforts in spon-
soring this provision.

Section 357 authorizes the locally preferred
project for flood control along the Upper Jor-
dan River, Utah, notwithstanding the Corps’
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